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A “joint venture” is not a legal term of art. The focus here is on collaborative

Attangements by which two or more companies jointly and directly participate in
N Integrated business venture but without going so far as full merger or
Aequisition. We address a range of collaborative relationships (whether they are
deseribed as joint ventures, partnerships, consortia, strategic alliances or some
wther term) whilst recognising that the corporate joint venture is still the most
~ sommon, and perhaps most complex, form of business collaboration to cross the
dlesk of the transactional lawyer.

Joint ventures are a feature of a wide range of specific industry sectors—from
~ Wlecommunications, pharmaceuticals and energy to engineering and infrastruc-
/ ' - Ie  with each sector having its own distinctive features and practices. Very
1 ‘ h\lny insues, however, are central to most joint ventures and alliances across the
) ~ Yanpe of industry sectors. These core issues provide the focus for this book.
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This boe's is intended for the practitioner. Whilst it addresses underlying legal
lelpleu, it ams pﬁmaﬁly to a§sist the practising lawyer to acc!uire the basic
al |l skills and information required for these transactions including: (i) a good
"l, | ;or the commercial background; (ii) a knowledge of available legal structures;
) awareness of the key issues likely to arise and range of solutions available;
') i outline understanding (but not necessarily detailed knowledge) of a range
olulist legal disciplines such as tax, competition law, intellectual property
il employment law; and (v) access to a sound base of initial forms and
dents,
te are frequent checklists which assist this approach. There is rarely a simple
Ight" or “wrong” solution; the constructive lawyer engaged in joint venture
INsActions must be prepared to consider, with the client, a range of possible
Itlons (o suit the particular venture.

- W lry (o present the text in a form in which the essential points and issues can
: X tified without extensive legal references—with more detailed case-law and
il legal sources (primarily under English law) being addressed in footnotes
Aparate sections. We hope the presentation assists the reader, including many
Wynis engaged internationally.
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