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Gold for adornment (continued )
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Gold carat measurement, 24
Gold Coast, 68
Gold coinage

Age of Iconoclasm and, 61–62
Arab dinars, 60, 63, 67
Asian limited use of, 164–168
augustalis, 90
Byzantine bezant (gold solidus), 50, 55,

60–61, 67
Charlemagne issue of, 79–80
circulated in nineteenth-century U.S.,

263–264
clipping of, 176, 178–179, 184, 186, 187
debasement of, 48–49
development from bars to, 26–27
during the Crusade, 88
economic power linked to, 92–94, 108
English issue of (AD 700), 78
English (seventeenth century) ratio of

silver to, 34, 179–180, 182
expanded by Persian Empire, 40
by Florence, Genoa, and Venice, 62,

91–92, 93, 109
gold bar origins of, 15, 24–25
Greek adoption of, 32, 39–40
guinea, 72, 178, 182, 196–197, 204–205
increasing dominance over silver by,

94–95
Japanese issue of, 169–170
Lydian development of, 31, 32–34
Macedonian vs. Persian ratio of silver to,

42
manufacturing of, 175–179
propaganda and public relations value of,

43
Reagan authorized issue (1985) of, 360
religious objects melted into, 76–77
revived by Merovingian dynasty, 58

Roman Empire use of, 43–51
seignorage earned with, 83–84
sixteenth-century circulation of, 155
Sovereign, 217–218
stamped with monarch likeness, 18
tarì, 90, 91
touchstone testing of, 31, 81–82
Trials of the Pyx testing of, 82, 84
Vochan ratio of silver to, 164
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Asian vs. Western perception of, 170
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Chevalier’s view of, 231–234
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217–218
British banking crisis (1797) and,
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360
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Germany, 300
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Swiss currency system (1997) on,
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Gold supply (continued )
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impact on Spain of New World, 63,
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