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PREFACE

This book is concerned with Iegal aspects of the lIranian nuclear dispute. It does not de
directly with the question whether Iran is carrying out a military nuclear programme
what its intentions are. This is not for lack of material; indeed there is vast literatur
these questions. However, at the time of writing, whether Iran is pursuing non-peaceful
objectives remains a matter for assessment rather than established fact The legal pr
with which this book is concerned, is driven and governed by this factual uncertainty.

The lraniannuclear dispute raises questions fromavariety of legal spheres. the law rel
to non-proliferation, treaty interpretation in general and the interpretation of the Tr
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in particular, the law of internati
organizations, most notably of the UN Security Council, international responsibility
states, use of foriue &d bellum) in general and spcal ly with regard to weapons of

mass destruction, and more. The analysis addresses these areas of law as they relate tc
treatment of the Iranian dossier in the International Atcmic Energy Agency (IAEA) anc
its referral to the Security Council. Itfiylisnichies upon oin issues that at least at the

time of writing are still in the realm of the speculative, such as use of force against Ir

The purpose of the analysis is to present the !egal questions that have arisen and re
them to the documents included in the compiaation. As a roadmap for readers wishing tc
make use of the primary sources, it does ot purport to prigsdnteapdsition on

the correct application of the law, but yather to delineate the parameters which infor
debate.

The documents are organised according to international players, and within eac
category of players, chronoiycgical ly. Each document is al located a unique number in°
table of contents and ther=after navigation within the book is by document number, no
page number. References to documents in the footnotes and subject index also use th
document number, which can be found at the top outside corner of each page and next tc
each document’s itle

In preparing the compilation | filexek from the kind assistance of the Media and
Outreach Section of the IAEA. The Feinberg Fund of the Hebrew University of Jerusalen
generously funded the research. Many people offered me their insights and couns
including Dr. Hans Blix, Dr. Daniel Joyner and Dr. Eitan Barak, as well as Prof. Mosl
Hirsch, Dr. Emily Landau, Dr. Robbie Sabel, Prof. Yuval Shany and Prof. Stefan Talmon.
Moria Cohen and Akiva Miller also assisted in bringing the manuscript to print. Las
but not least, Richard Hart and the Hart Publishing team have been patient and hely
throughout the project. | am grateful to themall.

The manuscript was signed on 15 September 2009.

Yaél Ronen
Jerusalem, September 2009
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