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illustrations

	 Opening 	� Viognier grapes ripening on the vine at the entrance
	 spread	 to Fetzer’s Valley Oaks Visitors Center

	 Page xviii	� Terraced hillside plantings from the Redwood Valley 
Home Ranch

	 Page 28 	� Interior of a seventy-gallon wine barrel showing oak 
staves, which develop the flavors and aromas of the 
wine blend

	 Page 52 	� Fetzer’s vineyards set in the rolling hills of Mendocino 
County along the Russian River, as seen from the air

	 Page 78 	� Zinfandel grape clusters on the vine

	 Page 102 	� Fetzer Vineyards Administration Building, constructed 
of all recycled material and photovoltaic roof panels, 
Hopland, California

	 Page 134 	� Sea of oak barrels in Fetzer’s Red Barrel Room in 
Hopland, California

	 Page 152 	� Spreading oak within field of ripening Cabernet 
Sauvignon grapevines at Fetzer’s Five Rivers Ranch 
in Paso Robles

	 �Page 170 	� Fully mature grapes awaiting crush

	 Page 182 	� Harvest boxes filled with Chardonnay grapes ready 
for crush

	 Page 196	� Cover crops between vine rows at Fetzer’s Sundial 
Ranch, providing richness to the soil and beneficial 
organisms
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paul Dolan believes that business leaders can help make a better world, and 
he sees Mendocino County, California, as fertile ground to grow this vision.  As 
president of Fetzer Vineyards (1992–2004) where he also served as winemaker 
(1977–1992) and managing director for new products and strategic development 
with the wine group of Brown-Forman Corporation, he led a transformation 
that put the company at the forefront of organic viticulture and sustainable busi-
ness. With the creation of Mendocino Wine Company (MWC), a partnership 
of the Dolan and Thornhill families, leadership in sustainable winegrowing 
continues, cradled in the open, creative atmosphere of Mendocino County.  
A native Californian descended from three generations of distinguished 
winemakers, Dolan graduated from Santa Clara University with a degree in 
business and finance and holds a master’s degree in enology from California State 
University, Fresno. Dolan serves on the boards of Wine Institute and Business 
for Social Responsibility, and is a founder of Wine Vision. He participated on 
President Clinton’s Council on Sustainable Development, and chaired the 
California Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance Board. Dolan continues to advo-
cate for sustainability and organic farming based on the simple premise that his 
natural view of our relationship with the world is not only the right view, but 
also delivers better products and healthier lives.

thom elkjer is a career freelance writer based in northern California.  
His published work includes a novel, four books of non-fiction, dozens of  
feature articles in national magazines, and appearances in eight anthologies of 
international travel literature, as well as numerous book reviews, profiles, and 
other pieces for newspapers and magazines. As wine editor for Wine Country 
Living, he regularly reaches a national audience of high-net-worth households 
with his descriptions, commentary, and reviews of the world’s wine and wine 
country. Elkjer’s books include Adventures in Wine: True Stories of Vineyards 
and Vintages (Travelers Tales, 2002), Escape to the Wine Country (Fodor’s, 2002), 
and Savoring the Wine Country (Harper Collins, 1995). He is a graduate of the 
University of California at Berkeley.
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Attention Corporations
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discount. Special editions or chapter reprints can also 
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