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    PREFACE: EU ADMINISTRATIVE 
LAW 2 ND  EDITION   

  Th e basic structure of the second edition of this book on EU Administrative Law has 
been preserved. It continues to be divided into two parts. Part I is entitled ‘Administra-
tion and Law’ and considers the diff erent ways in which the EU delivers policy. Th e 
objective is to explicate, analyse and evaluate these modes of policy delivery, assess the 
role of law therein, draw conclusions about their relative effi  cacy and the extent to which 
they meet basic precepts of legal, political and fi nancial accountability. Th e approach 
throughout is contextual and much use is made of non-legal material.  

 Th e focus in Part II shift s to ‘Law and Administration’ with analysis of the principles 
of judicial review as they have been developed by the Union courts. Th e chapters con-
sider in-depth the principles of judicial review that are applied to control and structure 
EU administration and that of the Member States when acting in the sphere of EU law. 
Th e discussion examines the legislative and political initiatives that are relevant to par-
ticular issues, as well as the contribution made by the EU courts. Th e analysis of positive 
law in each of the areas studied is complemented by normative analysis, which takes full 
account of the relevant academic literature. 

 Th e second edition of the book has been fully updated in relation to developments 
over the last four years. Th is includes the changes made by the Lisbon Treaty, case law, 
legislation and secondary literature. Th ere are also two new chapters, one of which deals 
with the history of EU Administration including issues of typology, and the other with 
transparency, which had hitherto been discussed in the context of process rights. 

 I have continued to learn much from friends and colleagues over the years, in the UK, 
Europe and the USA, and I have benefi ted greatly from academic discussion at Confer-
ences and the like.  

 I would like to thank Dr Alexandros Tsadiras for writing the chapter on the Ombuds-
man, and research assistants who provided excellent help in translating materials from 
Italian and German for use in this edition. I am very grateful for the help from all those 
at Oxford University Press, who have done an excellent job in seeing the book through 
production. Many thanks also to Anita and Ciaran for being there and bearing with me 
when writing this book.  

 Th e law is as stated on January 1 2012. 

 Paul Craig, St John’s College, Oxford.   
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