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Biographical Notes

Maurice Halbwachs (1877–1945) was the first to coin the term and con-
ceptualise the notion of ‘collective memory’. As a student and collaborator 
of Emile Durkheim on the ‘L’Année Sociologique’ since 1905, his debts to 
this teacher can be traced throughout his work. Nonetheless, his work on 
collective memory, though perhaps the most Durkheimian in spirit and 
in method, is also the most independent from the master as well as the 
other disciples, who were friends and collaborators. He started his lifelong 
engagement with the topic as early as 1925 with ‘Les Cadres sociaux de 
la mémoire’ (Paris, Alcan, 1925; translated into English as On Collective 
Memory, with an introduction by Lewis A Coser (Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press, 1992)). He combined his interests in both social morphology 
and the imprint of social life into social space, and collective memory in his 
1941 study on the legends from a book of gospels from rural France (La 
Topographie légendaire des Évangiles en Terre Sainte, étude du mémoire 
collective (Paris, Presses universitaires de France, 1941). His exploration 
of the spatial organisation of social life also shaped his last (unfinished) 
work on collective memory, La Mémoire collective that was posthumously 
published by his sister (Paris, Presses Universitaires de France, 1950; trans-
lated into English as The Collective Memory, with an introduction by Mary 
Douglas (New York, Harper, 1950)). The amazing diversity of his work and 
research is characterised by a continuous engagement with what he saw as 
‘collective psychology’ and the material conditions of social life. Collective 
psychology, at the core of which is his work on collective memory, is the 
science of the representation of material conditions in social life, and 
simultaneously the science of the representation of social life in the indi-
vidual. His last book on collective memory testifies to this, starting with a 
chapter on individual memory and dreams, and finishing with a chapter on 
social space and memory. In 1919, Maurice Halbwachs became Professor 
of Sociology at the University of Strasbourg. From 1935 to 1944 he held 
a Chair in Sociology at the Sorbonne. In 1944 he was awarded a Chair 
in Collective Psychology; but only a month later, he was arrested by the 
Gestapo and deported to the concentration camp Buchenwald in Germany. 
He was murdered there in March 1945, only days before the Allies liber-
ated the camp.

Heribert Adam is Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Anthropology at 
Simon Fraser University, Canada. He won international recognition for his 
comparative work on transitional justice, politics of memory and Truth and 
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xii   Biographical Notes

Reconciliation Commissions. In 2000, he was elected Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada. In 1998 he was awarded with the Konrad Adenauer 
Research Prize, and he received the Outstanding Contribution Award of the 
Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association. He was President of 
the International Sociological Association’s Research Committee on Ethnic, 
Minority and Race Relations. He has published widely on transitional 
justice in South Africa and Germany, and in his most recent book, Seeking 
Mandela: Peacemaking between Israelis and Palestinians (with K Moodley, 
2005) he takes his expertise to a new area.

Emilios Christodoulidis is Professor of Legal Theory at the University of 
Glasgow. Prior to that he taught at the University of Edinburgh. His area 
of research and publishing comprises philosophy and sociology of law, and 
constitutional theory. He has authored numerous articles on these sub-
jects, and his book Law and Reflexive Politics won the European Award 
for Legal Theory in 1996 and the 1998 SPTL Prize for Outstanding Legal 
Scholarship. He was visiting Professor at the European Academy for Legal 
Theory in Brussels and gave the Kobe Lectures in Japan in 2002. Together 
with Scott Veitch he edited a book entitled Lethe’s Law: Justice, Law and 
Ethics in Reconciliation (2001) and has published in particular on the 
South-African TRC. His most recent book (together with Scott Veitch) is 
on jurisprudence.

Stanley Cohen is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the London School 
of Economics and a member of the Mannheim Centre of Criminology. In 
1987, he was elected to the British Academy and is currently on the Board 
of the International Council on Human Rights. He has published ground-
breaking work in criminology, of which he is presently preparing new edi-
tions. His book, States of Denial: Knowing About Atrocities and Suffering 
(2001), for which he won the 2002 British Academy Book Prize, deals with 
public reactions to information, images and appeals about inhumanities. 
His current work includes follow-up research to States of Denial; a study 
of how Truth Commissions create collective memory; and an international 
project on ‘crime, order and security’ as a human rights problem. 

Roger Engelmann is Research Fellow and Senior Manager in the Department 
for Education and Research at the Agency of the Federal Commissioner 
for Documents of the Secret Service of the former German Democratic 
Republic. He trained as a historian, and his areas of research and publi-
cation comprise the work of the secret service during the 1950s; political 
prosecution and trials in the former GDR; and the critical edition of docu-
ments and sources. In his most recent work he analyses how revolutionary 
and defining events like 17 June 1953 or the building of the Berlin Wall are 
reflected in the documents and work of the secret service at that time. His 
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Biographical Notes    xiii

co-authored book Kommunismus in der Krise: Die Entstalinisierung und 
die Folgen. Analysen und Dokumente der BStU was published in 2007.
 
Carol A Heimer is Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology at 
Northwestern University and a Senior Research Fellow at the American Bar 
Foundation. She was previously Research Fellow at Australian National 
University and Fellow at the LAPA at Princeton University. Her research 
focuses on risk and the management of risk, which she has researched in a 
wide range of settings, from the insurance industry to infant intensive care 
units. Her recent book For the Sake of Children (with Lisa Staffen, 1998) 
won several awards, amongst them the Theory Prize from the Theory 
Section of the American Sociological Association and the Eliot Freidson 
Award from the Medical Sociology Section of the American Sociological 
Association. With her current research on AIDS treatment across continents 
she is interweaving the worlds of sociology, medicine and law, and address-
ing the intersection of normative systems, organisations, and trust, risk and 
uncertainty.

Ruth G Herz was a Presiding Judge at the Juvenile Court in Cologne. She 
started numerous initiatives in that position, in particular the first media-
tion project in Germany in the mid-1980s, for which she was awarded with 
the Federal Cross in 1998. From 2000 until 2005 she was the judge in a 
popular TV court room show ‘The Juvenile Court’. She has taught at the 
University of Siegen and Bielefeld, at the University of Toronto and at the 
Law Faculty of Hebrew University in Jerusalem. She has also been a Fellow 
at St Anthony’s College, Oxford. She has published a text book on juvenile 
law and numerous articles on juvenile delinquency. Her most recent book 
Law Quite Personally: From the Desk of a Juvenile Judge (in German) was 
published in 2006.

Susanne Karstedt is Professor of Criminology at the School for Sociology 
and Criminology at Keele University, UK. She was previously Visiting 
Fellow at the Law Programme and Regulatory Institutions Network at 
Australian National University. Her areas of research and publishing com-
prise transitional justice; democracy, crime and justice; emotions, crime and 
justice; and contemporary moral economies. In 2005, she was awarded the 
Christa-Hoffmann-Riehm Prize for contributions to German socio-legal 
studies, and in 2007 with the Sellin-Glueck Award from the American 
Society of Criminology. Her current research and most recent publications 
centre on cross-cultural comparisons. 

Kathy Laster is Executive Director at the Institute of Public Administration 
Australia in Victoria. She has been Associate Professor in the Department of 
Law at La Trobe University, Melbourne; Executive Director of the Victoria 
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Law Foundation; and a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of 
Victoria, Australia. She is a consultant to government agencies, including 
the Refugee Tribunal and the Review of Post-Arrival Programmes and 
Services. Her research interests focus on legal culture, the legal profession 
and multiculturalism and law. Representations of law in film and the role 
of the culture industry in shaping understandings of justice have been defin-
ing strands of her work. Her books, written in collaboration with various 
colleagues, include, The Drama of the Courtroom: A Filmography; Law as 
Culture, Interpreters and the Legal System and Domestic Violence: Global 
Issues. She is a regular contributor to public debate on immigration, multi-
culturalism, legal education and ethics, and Australian identity.

Juan E Mendez is President of the International Centre for Transitional 
Justice. In 2004, he was appointed the first UN Special Adviser on the 
Prevention of Genocide by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. He served in 
this position until 31 March 2007. He was imprisoned twice in Argentina 
for his political and professional activities. In 1996, he became Executive 
Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights in Costa Rica 
and was Professor of Law and Director of the Center for Civil and Human 
Rights at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana, from 1999 to 2004. He 
also was a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
of the Organization of American States, and its President in 2002. He has 
published widely on human rights in Latin America and transitional justice 
and has won several awards for his human rights activities. 

Konstanze Plett is Professor of Gender Law at the Faculty of Law, University 
of Bremen and was previously Director of the Centre for Feminist Studies 
at the University of Bremen. She is a member of the Bremen Institute for 
German, European and International Gender, Labour and Social Welfare 
Law. Her research interests focus on the interaction between social and 
legal change, with special emphasis on civic and human rights, access to 
law, and the legal treatment of gender questions. In her current project she 
explores the construction of gender through law and the rights of the inter-
sexed. She has widely published on gender and law and feminist studies in 
law, and her most recent publications address the history and contemporary 
problems of the laws of sexual self-determination, in particular for the 
inter-sexed. 

Kim Lane Scheppele is Laurance S Rockefeller Professor of Public Affairs at 
the Woodrow Wilson School and the University Center for Human Values, and 
Director of the Program on Law and Public Affairs at Princeton University. 
Before joining Princeton University, she was John O’Brien Professor of 
Comparative Law and Sociology at the Law School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. She was Visiting Fellow at the Institute for Law and Policy and 
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Visiting Researcher at the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation in 
Moscow (2003) and Co-Director of the Programme on Gender and Culture 
at the Central European University, Budapest. Her research interests and 
publications are in the area of comparative constitutional law, in particular 
post-Soviet constitutional law, constitutional courts and judicial activism 
in the transition period. Her book-in-progress, The International State of 
Emergency, explores the creation of international security law through UN 
Security Council resolutions and examines the effect that apparent compli-
ance with these resolutions has had on constitutional integrity.
 
Young-Hee Shim is Professor of Sociology at Hanyang University, Seoul 
and Director of the Hanyang Institute for Women. Since 1999, she has been 
Director of the Korean Women’s Association United. She is a member of the 
Parole Commission and on the Board of numerous organisations for young 
offenders, women and crime prevention. She is particularly active in pro-
moting the cause of the Korean comfort women and is on the Committee 
for Distribution of Funds of the Korea Women Foundation. Since 2002, she 
has been a Co-Representative for the organisation ‘Women Making Peace’. 
Her research and published work mirror her activist role. Her most recent 
book (in English), Sexual Violence and Feminism in Korea, was published 
in 2002. 

Jiŕina Šiklová is Professor Emeritus of Social Work at the Faculty 
of Humanities of Charles University, Prague, where she founded the 
Department of Social Work. She also founded the Gender Studies Center 
in Prague in 1991. She was a member of the Czech Helsinki Committee 
and a signatory of Charter 77, the document of the Czech dissidents, for 
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publishes on women in Central Europe and is a regular contributor to the 
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in Czechoslovakia during the pre-war period and actively supported the 
Czech government against Nazi-Germany. In 1999, she was awarded for 
her work by Vaclav Havel. 

Graz·yna Skąpska is Professor of Sociology of Law and Norms at the 
Department of Sociology at Jagiellonian University, Krakow. She is Vice-
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University of Glasgow. Before joining the School of Law he taught at 
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of Cape Town (1997), the European Academy of Legal Theory, Brussels 
(1999–2001), the University of Canterbury, NZ (2004) and the University 
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