
Preface

The idea for this project, and so this book, originated in our growing awareness 
of two things. First, that the courts’ decisions about appropriate basis for dividing 
wealth on divorce or allocating ownership of property on separation were being 
increasingly influenced by how parties (are perceived to) organise their lives while 
together and by what that was supposed to indicate, for example, about their 
intentions regarding ownership or about the economic impact of relationship 
breakdown, but that the judges were not always apprised of all the research data 
necessary to make a fully informed decision about those issues. Secondly, that 
there is a vast social science literature touching on many issues relevant to legal 
decision-making in this area, but that researchers in those other disciplines gener-
ally run along parallel tracks that never meet each other—or lawyers. We thought 
that we could usefully try to make a contribution on both fronts by bringing 
together people working in a wide range of disciplines pertinent to the broad 
theme of money, property, relationships and relationship breakdown, in order to 
stimulate debate and cross-fertilisation of ideas between them, and to bring their 
valuable research to the attention of a wider audience.

The project, run under the aegis of the Cambridge Socio-Legal Group, based 
at the University of Cambridge, adopted a workshop model. Invited contributors 
circulated draft chapters on their research in advance of a two-day meeting at 
which each contributor was then able, following a short presentation, to discuss 
their work with the whole group. This methodology proved highly successful in 
enhancing inter-disciplinary understanding, not least in identifying and unravel-
ling areas of misunderstanding, often generated simply by the use of seemingly 
familiar language in an unfamiliar way. It was also highly productive of ideas for 
new lines of inquiry in all of the disciplines represented at the workshop, thanks 
to the fresh perspectives cast on otherwise familiar territory by those whose dis-
ciplinary background provided a different vantage point from which to view the 
material. In light of those discussions, the contributors were then able to revise 
their chapters before publication, and our introductory chapter benefited con-
siderably from insights offered by members of the group during our discussions 
over those two days. We hope that the result is a volume that provides a valuable 
resource, giving access to findings on wide range of issues from a wide range of 
disciplines, in a way that will both inform legal development in this field and 
encourage further research. 

We are extremely grateful to the Cambridge Socio-Legal Group, the John Hall 
Fund of the University of Cambridge, and to Trinity College, Cambridge for their 
financial support for this project, and to the staff of Trinity College who helped 
the workshop to run so smoothly. In addition to the contributors themselves, 

htt
p:/

/w
ww.pb

oo
ks

ho
p.c

om



whose biographies appear in the following pages, we must also acknowledge a 
huge debt to the following individuals for their contributions to discussion dur-
ing the workshop: Belinda Brooks-Gordon, Ceridwen Roberts, Martin Richards, 
Brian Sloan and Anke Zimmermann. Finally, we must also thank Liam D’Arcy 
Brown for his assistance with proof-reading and editing. 
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