
• A •
absolute value, 131
accessing companion files, 5
action verbs, 32
active voice, 41, 115, 325
acute angle, 170
addition

in algebra, 149–151
of even and odd numbers, 131
of exponents, 133
of fractions, 140
general rule of, 214, 215
overview, 129
of positive or negative 

numbers, 133
of roots, 136
special rule of, 214

adequate essays, AWA, 119, 120
adjacent angles, 171
adjectives, 33
admissions committees, 

impressing, 327–329
admissions process, 9–10
adverb phrases, 33
adverbs, 33
affect, correct use of, 42
algebra

addition in, 149–151
constants, 148
distance problems, 167–168
distributing terms, 151–152
division in, 151–153
expressions, 148–149
factoring polynomials, 

153–155
FOIL method, 152–153
functions, 155–159
inequalities, 162–164
linear equations, 159–161
multiplication in, 151–153
overview, 147
quadratic equations, solving, 

164–165
simultaneous equations, 

161–162
stacking terms, 152
subtraction in, 149–151
terms, 148

variables, 147–148
word problems, 165–167
work problems, 167

among, correct use of, 42
analogy arguments, 75, 77–78, 84
analysis, AWA scores 

based on, 119
analytical writing assessment 

(AWA)
analyzing arguments, 110–111
fitting in with rest of 

GMAT, 109
importance of, 109
overview, 3, 12, 109
possessives, proper, 115
practice test answers and 

explanations, 297–298
practice test prompt, 278
practicing for, 116
punctuation errors, 113–114
sample essays, 120–124
scoring, 15–16, 111–112, 

119–120
sentence structure 

problems, 114
spelling issues, 115
ten-step process to improve 

score, 116–118
time limits, 14
tips for writing, 115–116
writing errors to avoid, 

325–326
writing tools, 110

analyzing arguments, in AWA, 
110–111

angles
overview, 169–172
sum of, in polygons, 181
in triangles, 172–173

answer explanations
analytical writing assessment, 

297–298
critical reasoning questions, 

89–91
data sufficiency questions, 

222–226
integrated reasoning 

section, 298
practice test, 297

problem-solving questions, 
230–231

quantitative section, 237–243, 
298–309

reading comprehension, 66–70
sentence correction 

questions, 49–50
verbal section, 101–105, 

309–319
answers. See also incorrect 

answers, eliminating; 
practice tests

CAT format, 13–14
finality of, 14
how score is determined, 15
order of, 14

application, business school, 
327–329

appositives, 32
arcs, 182–183, 184–185
area

of circles, 182
of parallelograms, 179
of polygons, 181
of trapezoids, 180
of triangles, 174

arguments
analogy, 75, 77–78, 84
analyzing in AWA, 110–111
cause-and-effect, 75, 78–79, 84
critical reasoning questions, 

71–72
logical, 73
statistical, 75, 79, 84
strengthening- or weakening-

argument questions, 
75, 76–80, 324

Aristotle, 73
arithmetic. See quantitative 

section, GMAT
arithmetic mean (average), 209, 

210–211, 212, 227–228
as, correct use of, 42, 43
associative property, 129, 130
assumptions, 75, 81–83, 255–256
author’s tone, reading 

comprehension passages, 
52–53, 57–58

automated scoring program, 112

Index
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automatic corrections, lack of 
in AWA, 110

average (arithmetic mean), 209, 
210–211, 212, 227–228

AWA (analytical writing 
assessment)

analyzing arguments, 110–111
fitting in with rest of 

GMAT, 109
importance of, 109
overview, 3, 12, 109
possessives, proper, 115
practice test answers and 

explanations, 297–298
practice test prompt, 278
practicing for, 116
punctuation errors, 113–114
sample essays, 120–124
scoring, 15–16, 111–112, 

119–120
sentence structure 

problems, 114
spelling issues, 115
ten-step process to improve 

score, 116–118
time limits, 14
tips for writing, 115–116
writing errors to avoid, 

325–326
writing tools, 110

axis, right circular cylinders, 187

• B •
bar graphs

with many bars, 266–267
overview, 265
segmented, 267
simple, 265–266

bases, 133
be, to, 32
being, correct use of, 42
best, correct use of, 42
better, correct use of, 42
between, correct use of, 42
binomials, 149, 154–155
bisect, 170
bisector, 170
breaks, 12
breathing techniques, for 

relaxation, 28
business passages, reading 

comprehension, 54–55
business school, increasing 

chances of getting into, 
327–329

but, correct use of, 42

• C •
calculator, GMAT IR section, 

248, 249
canceling score, 16
Cartesian coordinate plane, 189
CAT (computer-adaptive test) 

format, 13–14, 15, 20
cause-and-effect arguments, 

75, 78–79, 84
CD

accessing companion files, 5
overview, 4
practice test answers and 

explanations on, 298
practice test questions on, 279

center, of circle, 182
central angle, of circle, 183
central tendency, 209–211
charts, five step approach to, 

263–264. See also specific 
chart types by name

cheating, 27
chords, 183
circle graphs (pie charts), 271
circles

arcs, 182–183
chords, 183
circumference, 182
circumscribed figures, 183–184
diameter, 182
inscribed figures, 183–184
overview, 182
radius, 182
tangent line, 184–185

circular cylinders, 187
circumference, 182
circumscribed figures, 183–184
clauses, 35–36, 39
coefficient, 133, 148, 154
collinear, 170
colons, proper use of, 114
combinations, 205, 207–209
come, correct use of, 43
comma splices, 114
commas, proper use of, 114
common denominator, 203
common factors, finding, 154
common sense, using to 

recognize wrong 
answers, 23–24

commutative property, 129, 130
companion files, accessing, 5
comparisons, parallel 

structure in, 40
complementary angles, 171

completing sections, 
importance of, 20

complicated sentences, 
composing, 325

composite numbers, 128
comprehension. See reading 

comprehension questions
computer skills, 14
computer-adaptive test (CAT) 

format, 13–14, 15, 20
computerized format, GMAT

keeping track of eliminated 
answer choices, 22–23

overview, 13–14
conclusion

of arguments, 73
AWA, 118

conclusions, drawing from 
premises, 75, 80–81

congruent angles, 171
congruent objects, in geometry, 

171
conjunctions, 34
constants, in algebra, 148
construction errors, sentence

overview, 38–39
parallel structure, lack of, 

40–41
run-on sentences, 39
sentence fragments, 39
verb tense issues, 40
wordiness, 41–42

coordinate geometry
coordinates, 190
distance formula, 194–196
graphing functions, 196–200
overview, 189
quadrants, identifying, 190–191
slope, 191–193
slope-intercept form, using to 

graph lines, 193–194
terminology related to, 

189–190
vertical line test, 196–198

coordinate pair (ordered pair), 
190

coordinate plane, 189
coordinates, 190
coordinating conjunctions, 34
correlative conjunctions, 34
correlative expressions, 43
critical reasoning, in IR section, 

247
critical reasoning questions

answering, 72
drawing-conclusions 

questions, 80–81
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incorrect answers, 
eliminating, 23–25

informal logic, 73–75
making-inferences questions, 

83–84
method-of-reasoning 

questions, 84–85
overview, 13, 71, 94
practice questions with 

answer explanations, 86–91
seeking-assumptions 

questions, 81–83
strengthening- or weakening-

argument questions, 76–80
structure of, 72
types of, 75–76

cross-multiplication, 145
cube root, 135
cubes, 186, 188
curved lines, 197
cylinders, 187–188

• D •
data sufficiency questions

answer choices, 233
as easier to answer, 324
finding answer, 217–218
overview, 13, 217
practice questions with 

answer explanations, 
221–226

steps to approaching, 218–221
day of test, scheduling, 11
debatable words, in reading 

comprehension 
questions, 59

decagon, 181
decimals, 137–138
deductive reasoning, 74, 80, 84
denominator, 134, 138–139
dependent clauses, 35–36, 39
dependent variable, 155
descriptions, in AWA, 116
diagnostic tests, 5
diagonal, of cubes, 186, 188
diagrams, Venn, 204, 271–273
diameter, 182
difference, 130
difference of perfect squares, 

154–155, 165
different from, correct use of, 42
difficult questions, wasting time 

on, 27
direct object, 32
directions for AWA, reading, 117

disjoint sets, 203, 204
dispersion of values

overview, 211
range, 211
standard deviation, 211–213

distance formula, 194–196
distance problems, algebra, 

167–168
distributing terms, in algebra, 

150–152
distributive property, 130
dividend, 130
division

in algebra, 151–153
of even and odd numbers, 

131–132
of exponents, 134
of fractions, 140
overview, 130–131
of positive or negative 

numbers, 132
of roots, 136

domain, of functions, 155, 
157–158, 196, 198–200

drawing-conclusions questions, 
75, 80–81

• E •
early applications, business 

school, 328
effect, correct use of, 42
elements, set, 203
eliminating incorrect answers. 

See incorrect answers, 
eliminating

empty set, 203
English, writing in informal, 326
equality, mathematical symbols 

for, 162
equations

linear, 159–161, 193–194
problem-solving questions, 226
quadratic, solving, 164–165
simultaneous, 161–162

equilateral triangle, 172
errors, in sentence correction 

questions
faulty construction, 38–42
idiomatic expressions, 42–44
noun-pronoun agreement, 

37–38
overview, 36
spotting, 45
subject-verb agreement, 37–38

errors, writing, 325–326

essay, admissions, writing 
memorable, 329. See also 
analytical writing 
assessment

estimations, graphics 
interpretation 
questions, 257

even exponents, 133
even numbers, 131–132
events, probability of, 213–216
Example icon, explained, 5
examples, quantity of in 

AWA, 326
exception questions, 59–61, 324
exponents

adding, 133
dividing, 134
fractional, 134
multiplying, 134
negative, 135
of one, 134
overview, 133
subtracting, 133
of zero, 134

expressions, algebraic
division of, 151–153
multiplication of, 151–153
overview, 148–149

expressive language, 326
extremes, in proportions, 144

• F •
factorials, 205
factoring

polynomials, 153–155
quadratic equations, 164

factors, finding common, 154
familiar subjects, reading 

comprehension passages 
about, 55, 57

farther, correct use of, 43
fewer, correct use of, 43
figures, math problem solving 

with, 324
fit, of business school, 328
focus, maintaining, 26–27
FOIL method, 152–153, 154
45:45:90 degree triangle, 

176–177
fractional exponents, 134
fractions

adding, 140
denominator, 138–139
dividing, 140
in group problems, 202–203
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fractions (continued)
in linear equations, 160
multiplying, 140
numerator, 138–139
overview, 137–138
percent change, 142–143
repeated percent change, 

143–144
sample problems involving, 

141–142
simplifying, 139
subtracting, 140
types of, 139

fragments, sentence, 
39, 114, 326

functions
defined, 155
domain of, 155, 157–158, 196, 

198–200
graphing, in coordinate 

geometry, 196–200
overview, 155
range of, 155, 157, 158–159, 

196, 198–200
terminology related to, 

155–157
fundamentally deficient essays, 

AWA, 120
further, correct use of, 43

• G •
general rule of addition, 214, 215
general rule of multiplication, 

214, 215–216
generic terms, overuse of, 326
geometry. See also coordinate 

geometry
angles, 169–172
circles, 182–185
lines, 169–172
other polygons, 181
overview, 169
quadrilaterals, 178–181
three-dimensional, 185–188
triangles, 172–178

GMAT (Graduate Management 
Admission Test)

computerized format, 13–14
importance of, 9–10
items to bring to test, 12
official GMAT website, 10
overview, 1–6, 9
reasons to take, 10–11
registering for, 10–11
retaking, 17
scheduling, 11

scoring, 14–16
sections of, 3–4, 12–13, 20
studying for, importance of to 

admissions process, 329
GMATPrep software, 6
grammar

overview, 31
parts of sentences, 34–36
parts of speech, 32–34

grammar check, lack of in 
AWA, 110

graphics interpretation, IR 
section, 13, 248, 256–258, 
263–264, 324. See also 
specific graph types by 
name

graphing
functions, in coordinate 

geometry, 196–200
lines, using slope-intercept 

form, 193–194
group problems, 201–203
guessing strategies

eliminating incorrect answers, 
22–26

overview, 19–20
sentence correction 

questions, 46–47

• H •
height, of parallelograms, 179
heptagon, 181
hexagon, 181
hopefully, correct use of, 43
horizontal lines, 170
however, correct use of, 43
hypotenuse, 172

• I •
icons, explained, 2, 4–5
idiomatic expressions, 42–44
imaginary numbers, 128
imply, correct use of, 43
improper fractions, 139
in regard to, correct use of, 43
incorrect answers, eliminating

graphics interpretation 
questions, 257

keeping track of eliminated 
answer choices, 22–23

overview, 22
problem-solving questions, 

226, 227
reading comprehension 

questions, 58–59

recognizing wrong answers, 
23–26

sentence correction 
questions, 45–46

indefinite pronouns, 33
independent clauses, 35, 39
independent variable, 155
indirect object, 32
inductive reasoning, 74–75, 84
inequalities

mathematical symbols for, 162
overview, 162
performing operations with, 

162–163
working with ranges of 

numbers, 163–164
infer, correct use of, 43
inference questions, reading 

comprehension, 57
inferences, critical reasoning 

questions, 75, 83–84
informal English, writing in, 326
informal logic

elements of arguments, 73
overview, 71, 73
types of reasoning, 73–75

inscribed figures, 183–184
integers, 128
integrated reasoning (IR) 

section, GMAT
bar graphs, 265–267
circle graphs, 271
five step approach to graphs 

and charts, 263–264
graphics interpretation, 

256–258
guessing strategies for, 20
line graphs, 268–270
multi-source reasoning, 

258–262
overview, 4, 13, 247
practice test answers and 

explanations, 298
practice test questions, 279
question format, 248–249
scoring, 15–16, 249
skills tested in, 247–248
table analysis, 250–253, 264
time limits, 14
time management, 249–250
two-part analysis, 253–256
Venn diagrams, 271–273

interest, demonstrating to 
business schools, 328

intersect, 170, 171
intersection, of sets, 203, 204
interviews, business school, 327
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intransitive verbs, 34
introduction, AWA, 118
IR (integrated reasoning) 

section, GMAT
bar graphs, 265–267
circle graphs, 271
five step approach to graphs 

and charts, 263–264
graphics interpretation, 

256–258
guessing strategies for, 20
line graphs, 268–270
multi-source reasoning, 

258–262
overview, 4, 13, 247
practice test answers and 

explanations, 298
practice test questions, 279
question format, 248–249
scoring, 15–16, 249
skills tested in, 247–248
table analysis, 250–253, 264
time limits, 14
time management, 249–250
two-part analysis, 253–256
Venn diagrams, 271–273

irrational numbers, 128
isosceles right triangle, 176
isosceles trapezoid, 180
isosceles triangle, 172

• L •
least, correct use of, 43
least common denominator, 

140, 160
lend, correct use of, 43
less, correct use of, 43
like, correct use of, 43
like terms, in algebra, 148, 150
limited essays, AWA, 120
line graphs

basic, 268
complex scatter plots, 270
overview, 268
scatter plots, 268–269

line segment, 169, 170
linear equations, 159–161, 

193–194
lines

in geometry, 169–172
graphing using slope-intercept 

form, 193–194
slope of, 191–193
vertical line test, 196–198

linking verbs, 32

lists, explained, 2
loan, correct use of, 43
logic

elements of arguments, 73
origins of logical thought, 73
overview, 71, 73
types of reasoning, 73–75

• M •
main point of GMAT 

passages, 52
main theme questions, 56, 323
major arc, 182
making-inferences questions, 

75, 83–84
many, correct use of, 43
massage, as relaxation 

technique, 28
math. See quantitative section, 

GMAT
math computations, in IR 

section, 247
maximizing score

difficult questions, wasting 
time on, 27

eliminating incorrect answers, 
22–26

focus, maintaining, 26–27
guessing strategies, 19–20
overview, 19
reading questions at 

reasonable pace, 27
relaxation techniques, 27–28
time management, 20–22

MBA programs, 9
mean

arithmetic, 209, 210–211
in proportions, 144
standard deviation, 211–213
weighted, 210

median, 210
members, set, 203
method-of-reasoning questions, 

75, 84–85
midpoint, 169
minor arc, 182, 184–185
mixed fractions, 139
mnemonic, order of operations, 

136–137
mode, 210
modifier errors, 114
monomials

defined, 148
dividing polynomials by, 152
FOIL method, 152–153

mood, author’s, reading 
comprehension passages, 
52–53, 57–58

more, correct use of, 43
most, correct use of, 43
much, correct use of, 43
multiplication

in algebra, 151–153
of even and odd numbers, 131
of exponents, 134
of fractions, 140
general rule of, 214, 215–216
overview, 130
of positive or negative 

numbers, 132–133
of roots, 136
special rule of, 214, 215

multi-source reasoning, IR 
section, 13, 248, 258–262

• N •
natural numbers, 128
natural science passages, 

reading comprehension, 54
negative exponents, 135
negative integers, 128
negative numbers, 132–133, 

149, 158
negative relationships, scatter 

plots, 270
negative slope, 192
neutral relationships, scatter 

plots, 270
nonagon, 181
nonrestrictive clauses, 36
normal distribution, 212
no-score essays, AWA, 120
noteboards

AWA, 117
keeping track of eliminated 

answer choices on, 22–23
overview, 12
reading comprehension 

passages, 52–53
table analysis questions, 251

noun-pronoun agreement, 
37–38

nouns
defined, 32
possessives, proper, 115

null set, 203
number types, 127–129
numbers, using inequalities to 

show ranges of, 163–164
numerator, 134, 138–139
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• O •
object

of preposition, 32, 34
in verbal phrase, 32

objective personal pronouns, 33
obtuse angle, 171
octagon, 181
odd exponents, 133
odd numbers, 131–132
one, exponents of, 134
operations

addition, 129
algebraic, 149–153
division, 130–131
math problems involving 

basic, 324
multiplication, 130
order of, 136–137
performing with inequalities, 

162–163
subtraction, 130

order, in permutations, 205
ordered pair (coordinate pair), 

190
organization, AWA scores 

based on, 119
origin, 190
outcomes, 213
outline

AWA, 117
reading comprehension 

passages, 53
outstanding essays, AWA, 119

• P •
pace, keeping track of, 22
parabolas, 197, 198–199
parallel lines, 170, 171
parallel structure, 40–41, 43
parallelograms, 178–179
Parmenides, 73
parts of speech

adjectives, 33
adverbs, 33
conjunctions, 34
nouns, 32
overview, 32
prepositions, 34
pronouns, 33
verbs, 32

passages, reading 
comprehension. See 
reading comprehension 
questions

passive voice, 41, 325
PEMDAS mnemonic, order of 

operations, 136–137
pentagon, 181
percent change

overview, 142–143
repeated, 143–144

percentages
in group problems, 202–203
overview, 137–138

percentiles, AWA score, 112
perfect squares, difference of, 

154–155, 165
perimeter, of trapezoids, 

180–181
permutations, 205–207
perpendicular (right) angle, 170
perpendicular lines, 170
personal pronouns, 33, 115
phrases

adverb, 33
defined, 35
prepositional, 34
sentence fragments, 39

pi (π), 128
pie charts (circle graphs), 271
plane geometry. See also 

coordinate geometry
angles, 169–172
circles, 182–185
lines, 169–172
other polygons, 181
overview, 169
quadrilaterals, 178–181
three-dimensional, 185–188
triangles, 172–178

polygons
other, 181
quadrilaterals, 178–181

polynomials
defined, 148–149
division of, 151–153
factoring, 153–155
multiplication of, 151–153

population, 211
position, announcing without 

explanation, 326
positive integers, 128
positive numbers, 132–133, 149
positive relationships, scatter 

plots, 270
positive slope, 192
positive thinking, 28
possessives, proper, in AWA, 

115
power. See exponents

practice questions
critical reasoning questions, 

86–88
data sufficiency, 221–222
problem-solving, 228–229
quantitative section, 233–237
reading comprehension, 61–66
sentence correction 

questions, 47–49
verbal section, 93–101

practice tests
accessing, 5
analytical writing assessment, 

278, 297–298
answer key, 320
GMATPrep software, 6
integrated reasoning section, 

279, 298
keeping track of eliminated 

answer choices, 23
overview, 4, 277, 297
pace, keeping track of, 22
quantitative section, 280–284, 

298–309
taking before reading book, 5
test taking conditions, 277
verbal section, 285–296, 

309–319
predicate nouns, 32
premises

of arguments, 73
deductive reasoning, 74
drawing conclusions from, 

75, 80–81
inductive reasoning, 74

prepositional phrases, 34
prepositions, 32, 34
preview tests, 5
prime numbers, 128–129
prisms, 185
probability

of many events, finding, 
214–216

of one event, finding, 213–214
overview, 213

problem-solving questions
overview, 226–228
practice questions with answer 

explanations, 228–231
product, 130
production, in work problems, 

167
pronouns

defined, 33
noun-pronoun agreement, 37
possessives, proper, 115

35_9781118273838-bindex.indd   34035_9781118273838-bindex.indd   340 12/20/12   3:27 PM12/20/12   3:27 PM

htt
p:/

/w
ww.pb

oo
ks

ho
p.c

om



341 Index

proofreading, 118, 326
proper fractions, 139
properties of real numbers, 

131–133
proportions

overview, 144–145
right triangles, 175

punctuation errors, in AWA, 
113–114

Pythagorean theorem, 174–175, 
179, 195

• Q •
quadrants, identifying, 190–191
quadratic equations, solving

difference of perfect 
squares, 165

factoring to find x, 164
overview, 164
quadratic formula, 165

quadratic formula, 165
quadratic polynomials

factoring, 154–155
FOIL method, 153
overview, 149

quadrilaterals
overview, 178
parallelograms, 178–179
trapezoids, 180–181

quality of writing, AWA scores 
based on, 119–120

quantitative reasoning 
questions, 204

quantitative section, GMAT. 
See also algebra; 
coordinate geometry; 
geometry; statistics

answer explanations, 237–243
bases, 133
basic operations, 129–131
data sufficiency questions, 

217–226
easiest questions to answer, 

324
exponents, 133–135
fractions, 137–144
guessing strategies for, 20
incorrect answers, 

eliminating, 25
number types, 127–129
order of operations, 136–137
overview, 3–4, 13, 127, 233
practice questions, 233–237
practice test answers and 

explanations, 298–309

practice test questions, 
280–284

problem-solving questions, 
226–231

properties of real numbers, 
131–133

proportions, 144–145
ratios, 144–145
roots, 135–136
scientific notation, 145–146
scoring, 15
time limits, 14

questions. See also practice 
questions; practice tests; 
specific types of questions 
by name

difficult, wasting time on, 27
giving equal treatment to all, 21
with greater chance of 

answering correctly, 
323–324

importance of completing 
sections, 20

integrated reasoning section, 
248–249

making time for last ten, 21–22
reading at reasonable pace, 27

quotient, 130

• R •
radicals, 135–136
radius, 182
range

dispersion of values, 211
of functions, 155, 157, 158–159, 

196, 198–200
of numbers, using inequalities 

to show, 163–164
rational numbers, 128
ratios

common, of right triangles, 175
overview, 144–145

ray, 169, 170
readers, AWA, 111–112
reading comprehension 

questions
appearance of, 51
approach to passages, 52–53
easiest questions to answer, 

323
eliminating incorrect answers, 

58–59
exception questions, 59–61
identifying question type, 

55–58

overview, 13, 51, 94
practice questions with 

answer explanations, 61–70
types of passages, 53–55

reading prompt for AWA, 117
reading questions at 

reasonable pace, 27
real numbers

defined, 128
in domain of function, 157–158
properties of, 131–133

reasoning. See also critical 
reasoning questions; 
integrated reasoning 
section, GMAT

method-of-reasoning 
questions, 75, 84–85

types of, 73–75
reciprocal, 139
recommendations, importance 

of to admissions process, 
329

rectangle, 179
rectangular solids, 185–186
registering for GMAT, 10–11
regular polygons, 181
relative pronouns, 33
relaxation techniques, 27–28
Remember icon, explained, 5
repeated percent change, 

143–144
repetitive language, 41
rereading sentences, sentence 

correction questions, 46
rescoring AWA, 112
restrictive clauses, 36
retaking GMAT, 17
rhetorical construction, errors 

in, 41
rhombus, 179
right (perpendicular) angle, 170
right circular cylinders, 187
right rectangular prism, 

185–186
right triangles

common ratios of, 175
defined, 172
45:45:90 degree, 176–177
Pythagorean theorem, 

174–175
30:60:90 degree, 176

Roman numerals, questions 
with, 25

roots, 134, 135–136, 162
run-on sentences, 39, 114
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• S •
sample, of population, 211
sample AWA essays, 120–124
scalene triangle, 172
scatter plots

complex, 270
overview, 268–269

scheduling GMAT, 10–11
schools, sending scores to for 

free, 12
scientific notation, 145–146
scoring, GMAT. See also 

maximizing score
AWA, 111–112, 119–120
based on level of ability, 13
canceling score, 16
how score is determined, 15
how score is reported, 15–16
integrated reasoning 

section, 249
in official GMAT reports, 16, 17
overview, 14

sections, GMAT. See also 
specific sections by name

importance of completing, 20
overview, 3–4, 12–13

sectors, circle graphs, 271
seeking-assumptions questions, 

75, 81–83
segmented bar graphs, 267
semicolons, proper use of, 114
sentence construction errors

overview, 38–39
parallel structure, lack of, 

40–41
run-on sentences, 39
sentence fragments, 39
verb tense issues, 40
wordiness, 41–42

sentence correction questions
common errors, 36
faulty construction, 38–42
idiomatic expressions, 42–44
noun-pronoun agreement, 

37–38
overview, 13, 31, 94
parts of sentences, 34–36
parts of speech, 32–34
practice problems with 

answer explanations, 47–50
subject-verb agreement, 37–38
systematic approach to, 44–47
time management, 31

sentence corrections, 323

sentence fragments, 39, 114, 326
sentence structure problems, 

in AWA, 114
sentences, parts of

clauses, 35–36
overview, 34
phrases, 35
subject, 34
third element, 34
verb, 34

seriously flawed essays, 
AWA, 120

sets
combinations, 205, 207–209
overview, 203
permutations, 205–207
terminology related to, 203
Venn diagrams, 204

sidebars, explained, 2
similar objects, in geometry, 171
similar triangles, 177–178
simplicity, when writing, 

115, 325
simplifying fractions, 139
simultaneous equations, 

161–162
slang expressions, in AWA, 116
slope

defined, 190
formula for, 191–192
overview, 191
types of, 192–193

slope-intercept form, using to 
graph lines, 193–194

social science passages, 
reading comprehension, 54

software, GMATPrep, 6
solid (three-dimensional) 

geometry
cylinders, 187–188
overview, 185
rectangular solids, 185–186

Sort By feature, table analysis 
questions, 250

special rule of addition, 214
special rule of multiplication, 

214, 215
specific information questions, 

56–57, 323
speed problems, 167–168
spelling check, lack of in 

AWA, 110
spelling issues, in AWA, 115
square parallelogram, 179
square roots, 135

squares, difference of perfect, 
154–155, 165

stacking
simultaneous equations, 

161–162
terms, in algebra, 152

standard deviation, 211–213
standardized tests, 12
statistical arguments, 75, 79, 84
statistics

central tendency, 209–211
combinations, 205, 207–209
dispersion of values, 211–213
group problems, 201–203
overview, 201
permutations, 205–207
probability, 213–216
sets, 203–204

straight angle, 171
strengthening- or weakening-

argument questions, 
75, 76–80, 324

stretching, as relaxation 
technique, 28

strong essays, AWA, 119, 120
style, reading comprehension 

questions about author’s, 
57–58

subject
defined, 32
of sentences, 34

subjective personal 
pronouns, 33

subject-verb agreement, 37–38, 
41–42

subordinating conjunctions, 34
subset, 203, 204
substitution math problems, 324
subtraction

in algebra, 149–151
of even and odd numbers, 131
of exponents, 133
of fractions, 140
overview, 130
of positive or negative 

numbers, 133
of roots, 136
when reading segmented bar 

graphs, 267
sum, 129
summarizing, for multi-source 

reasoning questions, 260
supplementary angles, 171
supporting paragraphs, 

AWA, 118
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surface area
of cubes, 186
of rectangular solids, 186
of right circular cylinders, 187

syllogisms, 73
synonym finder, lack of in 

AWA, 110

• T •
table analysis

as easier to answer, 324
IR section, 13, 248, 250–253, 264

tabs, multi-source reasoning 
questions, 258–260

tangent line, 184–185
task, AWA, 110
terms, algebra

defined, 148
distributing, 150–152
finding common factors, 154
stacking, 152

theme, reading comprehension 
passages, 52, 56

thesaurus, lack of in AWA, 110
thesis statement, AWA, 117
30:60:90 degree triangle, 176
three-dimensional (solid) 

geometry
cylinders, 187–188
overview, 185
rectangular solids, 185–186

time limits, 14
time management

AWA, 116–117
integrated reasoning section, 

249–250
overview, 20–22
verbal reasoning section, 31

time of test, scheduling, 11
timer, concealing, 250
Tip icon, explained, 5
to be, 32
tone, author’s, reading 

comprehension passages, 
52–53, 57–58

transitions
in AWA, 116
unclear, 326

transitive verbs, 34
transversal, 171
trapezoids, 180–181
travel problems, 167–168
trend line, scatter plots, 

269, 270

triangles
area of, 174
45:45:90 degree, 176–177
overview, 172
Pythagorean theorem, 174–175
right, common ratios of, 175
similar, 177–178
30:60:90 degree, 176
types of, 172–173

trinomial, 149
trueness, of strengthening- or 

weakening-argument 
questions, 77

try, correct use of, 43
two-part analysis, IR section, 

13, 248, 253–256

• U •
unclear references, in noun-

pronoun agreement, 37
undefined slope, 192
unfamiliar words

in AWA, 115
wasting time with, 325

union, of sets, 203, 204
uniqueness, capitalizing on, 328
unlike terms, in algebra, 148, 150
upwardly mobile, applying to 

business school while, 328

• V •
variables

in algebra, 147–148, 154
scatter plots with multiple, 270

variation. See dispersion of 
values

Venn diagrams, 204, 271–273
verb tense issues, 40
verbal, 39
verbal phrase, object in, 32
verbal section, GMAT. See also 

critical reasoning 
questions; reading 
comprehension questions; 
sentence correction 
questions

answer explanations, 101–105
guessing strategies for, 20
overview, 3, 13
practice questions, 93–101
practice test answers and 

explanations, 309–319

practice test questions, 
285–296

scoring, 15
time limits, 14

verbs
defined, 32
in sentences, 34
subject-verb agreement, 

37, 41–42
vertex, 170, 172
vertical angles, 171
vertical line test, 196–198
vertical lines, 170
volume

of cubes, 186
of rectangular solids, 185–186
of right circular cylinders, 187

• W •
Warning! icon, explained, 5
weakening-argument questions, 

75, 76–80, 324
website, GMAT, 10
weighted mean, 210
whispering, 250
word problems, algebra, 165–167
wordiness, 41–42
wording, reading comprehension 

questions, 59
word-processing features, 

AWA, 110
work experience, 327
work problems, algebra, 167
worse, correct use of, 42
worst, correct use of, 42
writing assessment. See 

analytical writing 
assessment

writing errors, 325–326
writing tools, for AWA, 110
wrong answers, eliminating

graphics interpretation 
questions, 257

keeping track of eliminated 
answer choices, 22–23

overview, 22
problem-solving questions, 

226, 227
reading comprehension 

questions, 58–59
recognizing wrong answers, 

23–26
sentence correction 

questions, 45–46
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• X •
x-axis

coordinate geometry, 189
line graphs, 268

x-intercept, 190

• Y •
y-axis

coordinate geometry, 190
line graphs, 268

y-intercept, 190

• Z •
zero, exponents of, 134
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