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     A-1 

Anti-Monopoly Law of the People’s 
Republic of China 

  (Adopted by the Standing Committee of the 
10th National People’s Congress on August 30, 2007, 

eff ective as of August 1, 2008) 

   

        Chapter I General Provisions  

      

  

  

  Article 1  
 Th is law is enacted for the purposes of 
preventing and prohibiting monopoly 
conduct, safeguarding fair market 
competition, improving effi  ciency 
of economic operations, protecting 
consumers and the public interest, and 
promoting the healthy development of 
the socialist market economy. 

      

  

  

  Article 2  
 Th is law is applicable to monopoly 
conduct in economic activities within 
the territory of the People’s Republic 
of China. Th is law is also applicable to 
monopoly conduct outside the territory 
of the People’s Republic of China that 
has the eff ect of eliminating and/or 
restricting competition in the domestic 
market of the People’s Republic of 
China. 

(Continued)
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A. Laws4

        Chapter I General Provisions  

      

   : 

  Article 3  
 “Monopoly conduct” is defi ned in this 
law as the following conduct: 
    (1)    monopoly agreements among 

undertakings;  
   (2)    abuse of dominant market 

positions by undertakings; and  
   (3)    concentrations of undertakings 

that have or may have the eff ect 
of eliminating and/or restricting 
competition.     

      

  

  

  Article 4  
 Th e State shall formulate and implement 
competition rules compatible with the 
socialist market economy, improve 
macroeconomic supervision and 
control, and develop a united, open, 
competitive, and orderly market system. 

      

  

  

  Article 5  
 Undertakings may, through fair 
competition and voluntary alliances, 
legally implement concentrations, to 
expand their business scale and improve 
their market competitiveness. 

      

  
  

  Article 6  
 Undertakings with a dominant market 
position shall not abuse their dominant 
position to eliminate and/or restrict 
competition. 

      

  

  

  

  

  Article 7  
 In industries that have a vital bearing 
on the lifelines of the national economy 
and national security, which are 
controlled by state-owned enterprises, 
and in industries in which monopolies 
are granted by law, the State shall 
protect the lawful business activities 
of those enterprises, supervise and 
control their conduct and prices for the 
products and services in accordance 
with the law, protect the interests of 
consumers, and promote technological 
progress. 
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A-1 Anti-Monopoly Law of the People’s Republic of China 5

 The undertakings in the industries 
specified in the preceding paragraph 
shall conduct their business in 
accordance with the law, act in good 
faith, observe strict self-discipline, 
subject themselves to supervision 
from the public, and shall not 
impair the interests of consumers by 
exploitation of their control positions 
or granted monopolies. 

      

  

  

  Article 8  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall not abuse their administrative 
power to eliminate and/or restrict 
competition. 

      

  

 : 

  
  

  Article 9  
 The State Council will set up the 
Anti-Monopoly Commission 
(“AMC”), which is responsible 
for organizing, coordinating, and 
supervising anti-monopoly-related 
activities, and performs the following 
functions: 
    (1)    researching and formulating 

competition policies;  
   (2)    organizing investigations and 

evaluations of the overall market 
competitive conditions and 
publishing evaluation reports;  

   (3)    formulating and publishing anti-
monopoly guidelines;  

   (4)    coordinating administrative 
enforcement of the Anti-Monopoly 
Law; and  

   (5)    other functions specifi ed by the 
State Council.     

 The organization and working rules 
of the Anti-Monopoly Commission 
shall be formulated by the State 
Council. 

(Continued)
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A. Laws6

      

  

  

  Article 10  
 Th e Anti-Monopoly Enforcement 
Authority designated by the 
State Council to undertake the 
responsibilities of Anti-Monopoly Law 
enforcement (hereinaft er referred to as 
Anti-Monopoly Enforcement Authority 
under the State Council, “AMEA”) is 
responsible for the enforcement of the 
Anti-Monopoly Law. 
 Th e AMEA, if necessary, may 
authorize corresponding organs of the 
People’s Governments of provinces, 
autonomous regions, and provincial 
level municipalities to be responsible 
for relevant anti-monopoly enforcement 
activities in accordance with this law. 

      

  

  

  Article 11  
 Trade associations shall strengthen 
industry self-discipline, provide 
guidance for undertakings in relevant 
industries to compete lawfully, 
and maintain the order of market 
competition. 

      

  

  

  

  

  Article 12  
 “Undertaking” in this law refers to a 
natural person, a legal person, or any 
other organization that engages in the 
production or operation of products or 
provision of services. 
 “Relevant market” in this law refers to the 
products and geographic scope within 
which the undertakings compete against 
each other during a certain period of 
time with respect to specifi c products or 
services (hereinaft er “products”). 

        Chapter II Monopoly Agreements  

  
  

  Article 13 
  Th e following monopoly agreements 
among competing undertakings shall be 
prohibited:       
(1)    fi xing or changing prices of 

products;     
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A-1 Anti-Monopoly Law of the People’s Republic of China 7

  

  

      (2)    restricting output or sales volume 
of products;  

   (3)    allocating sales market or raw 
material purchasing market;  

   (4)    restricting the purchase of new 
technology or new equipment, or 
restricting the development of new 
technologies or new products;  

   (5)    jointly boycotting; and  
   (6)    other monopoly agreements as 

determined by the AMEA.     
 “Monopoly agreement” in this law 
refers to agreements, decisions, or other 
concerted conducts that eliminate and/or 
restrict competition. 

      

  
 : 

  Article 14  
 Th e following monopoly agreements 
between undertakings and their trading 
partners shall be prohibited: 
    (1)    fi xing the resale price to a 

third party;  
   (2)    restricting the minimum price for 

resale to a third party; or  
   (3)    other monopoly agreements 

determined by the AMEA.     

  

:  

  Article 15
An agreement shall be exempted from 
the application of Articles 13 and 14 
if the undertakings prove that it was 
entered into for one of the following 
objectives:
      (1)    improving techniques, or 

researching and developing new 
products;

     (2)    upgrading product quality, reducing 
costs, improving effi  ciency, unifying 
product specifi cations and standards, 
or realizing job specialization;

     (3)    improving operational effi  ciency 
and enhancing the competitiveness 
of small and medium-sized 
enterprises;

     (4)    realizing public welfare such as 
conserving energy, protecting 
the environment, and providing 
disaster relief;     

(Continued)
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A. Laws8

        

  

      (5)    mitigating the severe decrease of 
sales volume or excessive overstock 
during economic recessions;  

   (6)    protecting legitimate interests 
in foreign trade and economic 
cooperation; or  

   (7)    other circumstances stipulated by 
laws and regulations of the State 
Council.     

 Where a monopoly agreement falls 
under items (1) to (5) in the preceding 
paragraph, the undertakings shall, in 
order to be exempted from application 
of Articles 13 and 14 of this law, also 
prove that the agreement will not 
substantially restrict competition in 
the relevant market and will enable the 
consumers to share the benefi ts derived 
from the agreement. 

      

  
  

  Article 16  
 Trade associations shall not organize 
industry undertakings to engage in any 
monopoly conduct prohibited under 
this Chapter. 

        Chapter III Abuse of Dominant 
Market Position  

      

    
     

  Article 17  
 Undertakings with a dominant market 
position are prohibited from engaging 
in any of the following conduct 
that abuses their dominant market 
position:
       (1)    selling products at unfairly high 

prices or buying products at 
unfairly low prices;

     (2)    without valid justifi cation, selling 
products at prices below cost;  

   (3)    without valid justifi cation, refusing 
to deal with trading partners;  

   (4)    without valid justifi cation, 
restricting trading partners to 
deal exclusively with themselves 
or with undertakings designated 
by them;     
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A-1 Anti-Monopoly Law of the People’s Republic of China 9

  

  

      (5)    without valid justifi cation, tying 
products or imposing other 
unreasonable trading conditions;  

   (6)    without valid justifi cation, 
according diff erentiated treatment 
in regard to transaction conditions 
such as prices to equivalent trading 
partners; and  

   (7)    other activities determined by 
the AMEA as abuse of dominant 
market positions.     

 “Dominant market position” in this law 
refers to a market position that enables 
an undertaking to control the price or 
quantity of products or other trading 
conditions in the relevant market or 
to impede or aff ect the entry of other 
undertakings into the relevant market. 

      

  
 : 

  Article 18  
 A dominant market position shall be 
determined based on the following 
factors: 
    (1)    the market share of the 

undertaking and competitive 
conditions in the relevant market;  

   (2)    the ability of the undertaking to 
control the sales market or the raw 
material purchasing market;  

   (3)    the fi nancial and technological 
capabilities of the undertaking;  

   (4)    the degree of reliance on the 
undertaking by other undertakings 
in transactions;  

   (5)    the diffi  culty for other undertakings 
to enter the relevant market; and  

   (6)    other factors relevant to the 
determination of the undertaking’s 
dominant market position.     

         

:  

 

  Article 19 
  Undertakings can be presumed to have 
a dominant market position if any of the 
following conditions is fulfi lled:
       (1)    the market share of one 

undertaking accounts for more 
than half of the relevant market;     

(Continued)
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A. Laws10

  

  

  

  

      (2)    the combined market share 
of two undertakings accounts 
for two-thirds of the relevant 
market; or  

   (3)    the combined market share of 
three undertakings accounts for 
three-quarters of the relevant 
market.     

 Among those undertakings that fall 
under item (2) or (3) of the preceding 
paragraph, an undertaking whose 
market share is less than 10% shall not 
be presumed to have a dominant market 
position. 
 Where the undertaking presumed 
to have a dominant market position 
provides evidence of the absence of 
a dominant market position, such 
undertaking shall not be determined to 
hold a dominant market position. 

        Chapter IV Concentrations of 
Undertakings  

        :   Article 20  
 Concentrations of undertakings refer to 
the following situations: 
    (1)    mergers;  
   (2)    acquisition of control over 

other undertakings through the 
acquisition of equity or assets; or  

   (3)    acquisition of control over other 
undertakings or the capacity to 
exercise decisive infl uence on other 
undertakings by contract or any 
other means.     

      

  

  

  Article 21  
 A prior notifi cation shall be fi led with 
the AMEA by the undertaking if the 
concentration exceeds the thresholds 
for notifi cation stipulated by the State 
Council. Th e concentration transaction 
shall not be closed without prior 
notifi cation. 
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A-1 Anti-Monopoly Law of the People’s Republic of China 11

     

    
:  

  Article 22 
In any of the following situations, 
undertakings may choose not to fi le the 
notifi cation with the AMEA:
     (1)    one undertaking involved in the 

concentration owns more than 
50% of the voting shares or assets 
of every other undertaking; or     

      (2)    an undertaking not involved in 
the concentration owns more 
than 50% of the voting shares or 
assets of each undertaking that is 
involved in the concentration.     

     

 
 : 

  

  

  Article 23  
 Undertakings that make a notifi cation of 
a concentration shall submit the following 
documents and information to the AMEA: 
    (1)    a notifi cation letter;  
   (2)    an explanation regarding the 

eff ects that the concentration may 
have on competitive conditions in 
the relevant market;  

   (3)    concentration agreement(s);  
   (4)    fi nancial reports, audited by a 

certifi ed public accountant, of the 
undertakings concerned by the 
concentration in the previous fi scal 
year; and  

   (5)    other information required by 
the AMEA.     

 Th e notifi cation letter shall contain the 
names of the undertakings concerned 
by the concentration, their domiciles, 
business scopes, the proposed date 
on which the concentration is to be 
implemented, and other information 
stipulated by the AMEA. 

      

  

  

  Article 24  
 Where the documents and materials 
submitted are not complete, the 
undertakings shall submit supplemental 
documents and materials within the 
time limit stipulated by the AMEA. If 
the undertakings fail to do so within 
the provided time limit, no notifi cation 
shall be deemed made. 

(Continued)
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A. Laws12

     

 

  

  Article 25  
 Th e AMEA shall conduct a preliminary 
review of the fi led notifi cation. It shall 
decide whether to initiate further 
review within 30 days from the date of 
receipt of the documents and materials 
as required by Article 23 of this law, 
and notify the undertakings of that 
decision in writing. Before the decision 
is made by the AMEA, the undertakings 
concerned shall be prohibited from 
implementing the concentration. 
 Where the AMEA decides that no further 
review will be conducted or where the 
AMEA makes no decision at the expiry of 
the specifi ed time limit, the undertakings 
may implement the concentration. 

      

  

  

  

 : 

  
  

  Article 26  
 If the AMEA decides to conduct a 
further review, it shall complete the 
review within 90 days from the date 
of its decision for further review, and 
decide whether to approve or prohibit 
the concentration, and notify the 
undertaking of its decision in writing. 
If the AMEA decides to prohibit the 
concentration, it shall explain the 
reasons thereof. Th e undertakings 
shall be prohibited from implementing 
the concentration during the review 
period. 
 Under any of the following 
circumstances, the AMEA may 
extend the time limit stipulated in the 
preceding paragraph, provided that the 
extension does not exceed 60 days at the 
maximum: 
    (1)    the undertakings agree to extend 

the review period;  
   (2)    the documents submitted by 

the notifying undertakings are 
inaccurate and need further 
verifi cation; or  

   (3)    the relevant circumstances 
have signifi cantly changed aft er 
notifi cation by the undertakings.     
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 Where the AMEA fails to take a 
decision at the expiry of the specifi ed 
period of time, the undertaking may 
implement the concentration. 

      

  
 : 

  Article 27  
 Th e following factors shall be 
considered in the review of 
concentrations: 
    (1)    the market shares of the 

undertakings concerned by the 
concentration in the relevant 
market and their ability to control 
the market;  

   (2)    the level of concentration in the 
relevant market;  

   (3)    the eff ect of the concentration on 
the market entry and the progress 
of technologies;  

   (4)    the eff ect of the concentration on 
consumers and other undertakings;  

   (5)    the eff ect of the concentration on 
the development of the national 
economy; and  

   (6)    other factors aff ecting market 
competition as determined by the 
AMEA.     

     

 

  

  Article 28  
 Where a concentration of undertakings 
results in or may result in the eff ect of 
eliminating and/or restricting market 
competition, the AMEA shall make a 
decision to prohibit the concentration. 
However, the AMEA may decide 
not to prohibit the concentration if 
the undertakings involved can prove 
either that the positive eff ects of the 
concentration exceed the adverse 
eff ects, or that the concentration is in 
the public interest. 

     

 

  

  Article 29  
 Where a concentration is not 
prohibited, the AMEA may impose 
restrictive conditions to mitigate the 
adverse eff ects of the concentration on 
competition. 

(Continued)

htt
p:/

/w
ww.pb

oo
ks

ho
p.c

om



Prev
iew

 - C
op

yri
gh

ted
 M

ate
ria

l

A. Laws14

     

 

  

  Article 30  
 Th e AMEA shall publicize, in a 
timely manner, decisions to prohibit 
concentrations or decisions to 
impose restrictive conditions to 
concentrations. 

     

 

  

  Article 31  
 In addition to reviews of concentrations 
stipulated by this law, mergers with or 
acquisitions of domestic companies 
by foreign investors or other forms of 
concentration involving foreign capital, 
which implicate national security, 
shall also undergo a national security 
review according to relevant laws and 
regulations. 

   
   

  Chapter V Prohibition of Abuses of 
Administrative Powers to Restrict 
Competition  

      

  

  

  Article 32  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall not abuse their administrative 
powers by requiring, or requiring in 
any disguised form, organizations 
or individuals to deal, purchase, or 
use products provided by designated 
undertakings. 

     

:  

  Article 33  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall not abuse their administrative 
powers to hamper the free movement of 
products among regions by employing 
one of the following behaviors:
       (1)    setting discriminatory fee items, 

implementing discriminatory 
fee standards, or setting 
discriminatory prices for products 
originating from other regions;     
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      (2)    imposing technical requirements or 
inspection standards on products 
originating from other regions 
that are diff erent from those on 
similar local products, or taking 
discriminatory technical measures, 
such as repeated inspection 
or certifi cation on products 
originating from other regions, so 
as to restrict the entry of products 
originating from other regions into 
the local market;  

   (3)    creating administrative licensing 
procedures targeting products 
from other regions to restrict the 
access of those products to the 
local market;  

   (4)    setting up checkpoints on roads to 
block either the entry of products 
originating from other regions or 
the exit of local products; or  

   (5)    other acts preventing the free fl ow 
of products among regions.     

     

 

  

  Article 34  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall not abuse their administrative 
powers to exclude or restrict the 
participation of undertakings from other 
regions in local bidding activities by 
imposing discriminatory qualifi cation 
requirements or assessment standards 
or by failing to publish information in 
accordance with the law. 

     

 

  

  Article 35  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall not abuse their administrative 
powers through the use of 
discriminatory treatment to exclude or 
restrict either investment in their region 
or the establishment of local branches 
by undertakings from other regions. 

(Continued)
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  Article 36  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall not abuse their administrative 
powers to compel undertakings to 
engage in monopoly conduct that is 
prohibited under this Law. 

     

 
  

  Article 37  
 Administrative agencies shall not 
abuse their administrative power to 
promulgate regulations containing 
provisions that eliminate and/or restrict 
competition. 

        Chapter VI Th e Investigation of 
Suspicious Monopoly Conduct  

      

  
  

  

  

  

  

  Article 38  
 Th e AMEA shall investigate suspicious 
monopoly conduct in accordance with 
the law. 
 Any entity or individual may report 
suspected monopoly conduct that is 
in violation of this law to the AMEA. 
Th e AMEA shall keep the name of the 
informer confi dential. 
 Th e AMEA shall conduct the necessary 
investigation for those reports that are 
in writing and contain related facts and 
evidence. 

   

      
:  

  Article 39 
When investigating suspected 
monopoly conduct, the AMEA can take 
the following measures:      
(1)    conduct on-premise inspections 

of the place of business of the 
investigated undertaking or other 
relevant places;  

   (2)    question the investigated 
undertaking, interested parties, 
and other relevant entities and 
individuals, requiring them to 
provide relevant information;     
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      (3)    examine or copy relevant 
documents and information 
including related documentation, 
contracts, accounting books, 
business mails, and electronic 
data, etc. of the investigated 
undertaking, interested parties, 
and other relevant entities or 
individuals;  

   (4)    seal up and detain relevant 
evidence; and  

   (5)    inquire about the bank accounts of 
the undertakings.     

 Before taking any of the measures 
stipulated in the preceding paragraph, 
the enforcement offi  cial shall report in 
writing to the principal of the AMEA 
and obtain approval. 

      

  

  

  

  

  Article 40  
 When investigating suspected monopoly 
conduct, there shall be at least two law 
enforcement offi  cials, and they shall 
present valid documents showing their 
authority to carry out the investigation. 
 Th e law enforcement offi  cials shall make 
a written record of the inquiry and 
investigation, and such report shall be 
signed by the inquired or investigated 
person. 

      

  

  

  Article 41  
 Th e AMEA and its offi  cials shall 
keep confi dential the business secrets 
obtained in the course of enforcement. 

      

  

  

  Article 42  
 Th e investigated undertakings, 
interested parties, and other relevant 
entities and individuals shall cooperate 
with the AMEA, and shall not reject or 
obstruct the investigation conducted by 
the AMEA. 

(Continued)
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  Article 43  
 Th e investigated undertakings and 
interested parties have the right to 
submit statements. Th e AMEA shall 
hear the opinions of the investigated 
undertakings and interested parties and 
conduct necessary verifi cation of the 
alleged facts, reasons, and evidence. 

      

  

  

  Article 44  
 Where the AMEA, aft er investigation 
and verifi cation of the suspected 
monopoly conduct determines that 
such conduct constitutes a monopoly 
conduct, it shall make a decision in 
accordance with the law and may 
publicize the decision. 

      

  

  

  

  

  
 : 

  Article 45  
 During the investigation of the 
suspected monopoly conduct, the 
AMEA may suspend the investigation if 
the investigated undertakings commit 
to take concrete measures within the 
time limit as approved by the AMEA to 
eliminate the eff ects of such suspected 
conduct. Th e decision to suspend the 
investigation shall state the concrete 
commitments by the investigated 
undertakings. 
 Where the AMEA has decided to 
suspend the investigation, the AMEA 
shall supervise the implementation 
of the commitments by the relevant 
undertakings. If the undertakings 
implement the commitments, 
the AMEA may terminate the 
investigation.
However, the AMEA shall resume its 
investigation if any of the following 
occurs:
     (1)    the undertakings fail to implement 

the commitments;  
   (2)    the facts on which the decision 

to suspend the investigation was 
based have undergone signifi cant 
changes; or     
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      (3)    the decision to suspend the 
investigation was based on 
incomplete or inaccurate 
information submitted by the 
undertakings.     

        Chapter VII Legal Liability  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  Article 46  
 Where undertakings reach and 
implement a monopoly agreement in 
violation of the relevant provisions 
of this law, the AMEA shall order the 
undertakings to cease and desist such 
acts, confi scate the illegal gains, and 
impose a fi ne of more than 1% but 
less than 10% of the total turnover of 
the undertaking in the previous year; 
if the monopoly agreement has not 
been implemented, a fi ne of less than 
RMB 500,000 may be imposed. 
 If an undertaking involved in a 
monopoly agreement reports its 
monopoly conduct to the AMEA 
and provides material evidence, the 
AMEA may grant a reduced penalty 
or an exemption from penalty at the 
discretion of the AMEA. 
 Where trade associations organize the 
undertakings in the relevant industry 
to conclude monopoly agreements in 
violation of this law, the AMEA may 
impose a fi ne of less than RMB 500,000; 
in serious circumstances, the Registration 
and Administration Authority for 
Social Organizations may cancel their 
registration in accordance with the law. 

      

  

  

  Article 47  
 Where an undertaking abuses its 
dominant market position in violation 
of the relevant provisions of this law, 
the AMEA shall order the undertaking 
to cease and desist such acts, confi scate 
the illegal gains, and impose a fi ne of 
more than 1% but less than 10% of the 
total turnover of the undertaking in the 
previous year. 

(Continued)
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  Article 48  
 Where undertakings implement 
concentrations in violation of the 
relevant provisions of this law, the 
AMEA shall order the undertakings to 
stop implementing the concentration, 
to dispose of their stock or assets within 
a specifi ed time limit, to sell their 
business within a specifi ed time limit, 
to adopt other necessary measures to 
restore the market situation before the 
concentration, and a fi ne of less than 
RMB 500,000 may be imposed. 

      

  

  

  Article 49  
 When determining the amount of fi nes 
pursuant to Article 46, Article 47, and 
Article 48, the AMEA shall consider 
factors such as the nature, seriousness, 
and duration of the illegal act. 

      

  
  

  Article 50  
 Undertakings that implement monopoly 
conduct and cause damages to others 
shall bear civil liability in accordance 
with the law. 

      

  

  

   

  

  Article 51  
 Administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs 
shall be admonished by their superior 
agencies or departments if they abuse 
their administrative power to eliminate 
and/or restrict competition; the persons 
in charge and the individuals who are 
directly responsible shall be disciplined 
in accordance with the law. Th e AMEA 
may make a proposal on handling of the 
matter to the relevant superior authority. 
 Where other laws or administrative 
regulations provide for the handling 
of abuses of administrative power 
by administrative agencies and 
organizations designated by laws and 
regulations to manage public aff airs, 
those provisions shall apply. 
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  Article 52  
 For those undertakings that refuse 
to submit related materials and 
information, submit fraudulent 
materials or information, conceal, 
destroy, or remove evidence, or refuse or 
obstruct investigations in any other way, 
the AMEA shall ask them to remedy the 
situation. A fi ne of less than RMB 20,000 
may be imposed on individuals, and a 
fi ne of less than RMB 200,000 may be 
imposed on organizations; and in the 
case of a serious situation, the AMEA 
may impose fi nes from RMB 20,000 to 
RMB 100,000 against individuals or fi nes 
from RMB 200,000 to RMB 1 million 
against organizations; a criminal liability 
may be pursued if a violation of criminal 
law occurs. 

      

  

  

  

  

  Article 53  
 Where the undertakings are dissatisfi ed 
by the decisions made by the AMEA 
pursuant to Articles 28 and 29 of 
this law, they may fi rst apply for 
administrative review; if they are still 
not satisfi ed with the decision of the 
administrative review, they may fi le an 
administrative lawsuit in accordance 
with the law. 
 Where the undertakings are dissatisfi ed 
by any decision made by the AMEA 
other than the decisions specifi ed in the 
preceding paragraph, the parties may 
apply for an administrative review or 
fi le an administrative lawsuit. 

      

  

  

  Article 54  
 Where the employees from the AMEA 
abuse their power, neglect their duties, 
receive bribes and cheat, or disclose 
business secrets obtained during their 
enforcement activities, which constitutes 
a crime, criminal liability shall be 
pursued according to the law; if their 
conduct does not constitute a crime, 
administrative penalties shall be given. 
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        Chapter VIII Supplementary Provisions  

      

  

  

  Article 55  
 Th is law is not applicable to the 
conduct of undertakings that 
exercise their intellectual property 
rights in accordance with the 
intellectual property laws and relevant 
administrative regulations; however, 
this law is applicable to the conduct 
of undertakings that abuse their 
intellectual property rights, eliminating 
and/or restricting competition. 

      

  

  

  Article 56  
 Th is law is not applicable to alliances or 
other concerted conduct by farmers and 
rural economic organizations in such 
operational activities as production, 
processing, sales, transportation, and 
storage of agricultural products. 

      

    

  Article 57  
 Th is law shall become eff ective as of 
August 1, 2008. 
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