Freface

This book will be useful namely for those seeking information on the legal
system of Macau who do not masier any of the official languages, and especially
Portuguese. The “focalization’ of the legal systom has cassd the tanguagoe barrier
problem for those who master Chinese, but it remains frue that most key
doctrinal materials are written in Portuguese,

This is the fiest publication providing an cxtended account of the matlers
covered in the 1999 Civil Code and 1999 Comunercial Code; as always bappens
afior codification, there is a need to fully undersiand the breadth of nowly
iroduced Jegal provisions. [t also covers the legal gensformations and
continuities arlsing from the resumption of the exercise of sovereignty over
Macay by China on 20 December 1999, It is hoped thal, despite s
shorteomings, this poblication may coniribuie (o a bolter understanding of
hacau’s legal system. Although this book is by no means a work of comparative
faw, it was felt nseful to provide references to English language publications
from other parts of the civil law tradition discussing the matters covered, so ag to
enable the interested Buglish-speaking monoglot to pursue further research.

The book’s original impetus came fom the need to provide wrtien
information zbout the legal system of Macan, in Baglish, to the students of
Business Law at the Paculty of Business Administration, University of Macan.
Parts of it were subsequenily used in the Faculty of Law in the International
Puginess Law program, and n courses taught slsewhere for staff of banks,
imsurance companies and auditers. The book is dedicated to Professor MNelson
Anidnio, former Dean of ihe Faculty of Business Admindstration, University of
Macau, whose continued suppost during my years of reaching in the 1950s (1993
to 20000 taid the foundaion on which the book was staried.

T have received help and advice on specific issues from a number of people,
inclading Paulo Cardinal, José Costa, Ignazio Casteluest, Augusto Teizeira
Garcia, Lufs Pessanha and Carla CGongalves. { extend my gratitude to all of them,
as well as o all others who, i one way or another, contributed (0 the condifien:
fhat made this work possible. Thanks 1o Trasy Lou for help with translations

The text, as it stands. is far {rom perfect, and does noi yet fmec my
requirements, However, it was thought i may already bave some intocest for the
priblic, Future editions shall address the shortcomings of this one. :

The law is stated as of 1 Januvary 2007,

Jorge AF Godinhe
izodinho@umac.ano
{Coloane, 1 February 2007
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