Preface

efforts of the Judges of the Family Court, who are often embroiled in frequently
bitter and protracted divorce proceedings. Hong Kong is extremely fortunate m
having a world-class judiciary at every level, whose attempts at innovation are
far too often constrained by a manifestly outdated statutory framework.
Consequently, and equally seriously, this has led to an increasingly irrelevant
mountain of appellate decisions from the UK, Australia and elsewhere that, was,
and has remained post-1997, a vitally important source of jurisprudential wisdom,
legal authority and opinion. In many respects the often confusing morass of
statute contained in this book stands as an indictment of the Hong Kong
government’s complacency in adopting, as a matter of urgency, a single,
comprehensive “Children and Family Law Ordinance’ that puts ‘parental
responsibility” and the welfare of the child at its epicentre.

1 would like to acknowledge the support of colleagues in the Faculty of Law,
University of Hong Kong and in particular Simon N.M Young for his expert advice
as editor of the Criminal Law and Procedure volume in this series. | would also
like to thank family lawyer Ms Winnie W. Y.Chow, partner at Hampton, Winter and
Glynn Solicitors, for her suggestions and unfailing help and support. Winnie is also
a colleague on the Committee of the Hong Kong Family Law Association at
www.hkfla.org.hk. I acknowledge the copyright of the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region for the publicly available materials extracted
here. 1 also wish to thank LexisNexis for supporting the book and granting me
access to their very impressive ‘LexisNexis Law School On-line " database af
www.LexisNexis.com.hk.

Any errors or inaccuracies that might have found their way into the ioxt are
entirely my responsibility. Itis envisaged that this book will be updated gach year
and thus the author would very much welcome suggestions, amendments and
corrections from users.

All royalties due to me as editor from the sale of this book will be donated in full
to children’s charities in Hong Kong.

Keith Hotten
University of Hong Kong
September 2008
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